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| Edward Worſley, E/q; 


Mill Bagſter, E; 
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This Sermon, 


Publi iſhed at their Requeſt, 
I bumbly dedicated, 
By their moſ Obedient Servant, 


Robert Eden. 
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Iſaiah V. 20. 


Wo unto them, that call Evil Good, and Good Evil; that put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs ; that put 
Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter. 


4 A HE plain Intent of the metaphorical Re- 
FOR — preſentations here made uſe of by the 
125 2,5 Prophet ſeems to be this; — That fince 


_— 
8 


8 Moral Truths, when ſimply propoſed to 
the Underſtanding, often fail of that ſe- 

nous Attention and Regard, which is due 
to them, they might be more clearly per- 
ceived, and more effectually recommended, when compa- 
red with ſuch familiar and ſenſible Objects, as are more 
apt to ſtrike the Imagination; and that firictly ſpeaking, 
as St. Paul expreſſes it with peculiar Force and Elegance, 


Evil. 


It muſt indeed be owned, that the Intellectual F aculties, 
if properly diſpoſed, are as quick in apprehending the na- 
tural Decency and Comelineſs of what is right and honeſt, 
and the natural Turpitude and Deformity of what is wrong 
and diſhoneſt, as the Sight is. in diſcerning the Variety of 
Figures and Colours; or the Ear in perceiving the Har- 
mony, and Diſproportion of Sounds ; or the Palate in di- 
ſtinguiſhing different Taſtes. But doch i is the Degeneracy, 
and wilful Perverſeneſs of Mankind; ſo powerfully en- 

aging are the Solicitations of preſent Pleaſure, that too 
A 2 


many 


we might have our Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good and Heb. v. 14. 


1 - . 
* 
6 
1 


preſent Solemnity. 
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many directly, or indirectly, both in Theory and Practice, 
endeavour to undermine and deſtroy the ſacred Founda- 
tions of Religion and Morality, by confounding the eſſen- 
tial and eternal Difference of Good and Evil. To evince 
the Abſurdity of ſuch Attempts, will naturally tend to pro- 


. mote the Intereſts of Piety and Virtue, of Juſtice, and 


Righteouſneſs, and may not be thought unſubtable to the 

I ſhall, in the ff Pace, hizetbis bir to Bw, 
that there is a real and eſſential Difference between Moral 
Good and Evil, independent of the Will of Man, and pre⸗ 


vious to any human Compact or Conſtitution. 


Secondly, I ſhall conſider to what Perſons the Denunci- 
ation in my Text may be thought juſtly applicable; or who 


may be ſaid to neglect « or diſregard this real and TH 


Difference. 


Thirdly, I ſhall give you ſome of the 8 83 
why Men ſo frequently err in this important Point; and, 
Laftly, From the Errors and Miſconduct of Mankind, 


T ſhall deduce the Neceſſity of Laws, aud * enforcing 


them by Penal Sanctions. 
Firſt then, There is a real and eſſential Difference betwixt 
Moral Good and Evil independent of the Will of Man. 


1 will preſume it was deſigned by the Author of Nature, . 


that Man ſhould act, and conſequently that he is obliged 


to act according to his Nature. In order therefore to de- 
termine what this Obligation is, and what the Duties are, 
which are incumbent upon kim, it will be proper to ad- 
vance gradually from the inferior Parts of the Creation, and 
to conſider the Powers and Faculties by which he is di- 


ſtinguiſhed; his Situation and Character in the Scale of 


Beings; what he is in himſelf, and what becomes him as 


a Part of the Univerſe ; for as the Order and Harmony of 
the 


Mr. Baron Reynolde and Mr. Baron Clarke. 7 
tte Creation depends upon every Creature's acting according 
to the Law of its . we ſhall then perceive what this 
Law of Nature is with teſpect to Man. 
As to the Material and Inanimate Parts of the Creation, 
we find theſe, by vertue of the - irreſiſtible Impreſſions of 
Omnipotence, keeping their proper Diſtances, and regu- 
Llatly obſerving the Laws of Motion and Gravitation. The Ela xx. 1 
Firmament ſheweth the Handy-work of Almighty God, whil/t 
the Sun as a Giant rejoyceth to run his Courſe, and the Moon 
obſerves ber appointed Seaſons —As to Vegetables, they alſo 
are determined in their Growth and Inereaſe by certain 
Methods preſcribed to them. —— The various Tribes of 
Animals, in the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Operations, uni- 
formly fulfill the Will of God. In the expreſſive Language 
of holy Fob, The Hawk flies by his Wi — * the Eagle Job xxxix. 26, 
| mounts at his Command. 
Thus the ſeveral Claſſes of Being below us are eth 
dized, and determined towards certain Ends, and regularly 
obſerve the Law of their Creator DE to their reſpec- 
tive Natures. 
If we advance Rill higher, and conſider the. divcite «K | 
Man: as God has taught him more than the Beafts of the W x1 
Field, and made him wiſer than the Fowl; of Heaven, Are | 
not certain Duties expected from him ' agreeable to this 
Pre-eminence? As he enjoys ſuperior Privileges, he is un- 
; queſtionably under higher Obligations ; which are (as he 
zs a rational and voluntary Agent, and conſequently a mo- 
ral and accountable Creature) to conſider his own Nature, 
the Nature of thoſe Beings to which he ſtands related, and 
to perform the reſpective Duties which ariſe from 1 Re- 
lations, and are ſuitable to his ov7n Nature and Circum- 
ſtances. 
Let it be acknowledged therefore, - — That there is one 


Supreme 


5 
P/al. cw. 19. 
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| Supreme Lord, the Creator of all Things, and the inſinite- 
ly wiſe and good, and powerful Governor of the Upiverſe. 
— That Man is of a ſocial Nature, and that we ſtand re- 


lated to each other as Citizens of the World ; as Members 
of publick Communities, or private Societies and Families. 


That we are Creatures endowed with Underſtand. 
ing and Free- will, and caplble of Happineſs by preſerving 
the Health of our Bodies, and by 1 improving the F aculticy 

. of our Minds. 


| Ib it not evident from this View of the Divine and Hu- 
man Natures, that there ariſeth an Obligation to the Per- 
228 h formance of certain Duties ? Does not that effential Suit- 
ET DE ableneſs, which Obedience has to the Relation between a 
„ rational Creature and his Creator, plainly imply, that for an 
intelligent Being to conform himſelf in all Things to the 
| Will of God, carrys in it a moral Rectitude and Goodneſs ; 
. and that to diſobey or oppoſe his Will, imports a moral 
O Obliquity without ſuppoſing any Obligation from any pre- 
vious Law or Command? Should we not adore his Great- 
neſs, to whom we owe our Exiſtence ? Shall we not invoke 
his Power, who is our Protector and Preſerver? Shall we 
make no Returns of Reverence and filial Affection to the 
tender and indulgent Parent of Mankind ? Shall the mute 
and inſenſible Part of the Creation glorify their Author by 
carrying upon them the plain Mark and Impreſs of the - 
Deity ; ; and ſhall a rational, thoughtful and inquiſitive Be- 
ing, made after the Image of God, pay no Tribute of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, nor acknowledge or adore his Infinite | 
Perfections ? 

Again, Is it not evident, that Juſtice and Righteouſneks, 
Mercy and Fidelity, Subjection to Government, and Obe- 
dience to Laws, preſerve the Order, Peace, and Welfare of 
Societies ? Does not an Equality of Right require an _ 

7 1 ity 


Mr. Baron Reynolds and Mr. Baron Clarke. 
lity of Behaviour between Man and Man; and if we ex- 


"ie 


pect mutual Support and Protection, Should not we do unto Mart. vii. 12. 


others, as we would they ſhould do unto us? Are not Tem- 
perance and Sobriety, a due Reſtraint of our Paſſions, and 
the Improvement of our rational Faculties, the moſt cer- 
tain Means of private Happineſs, and moſt ſuitable to a 
Reaſonable and Religious Being? 


If ſuch Duties are not our proper Buſineſs and Fragloy- 


ment, What Superiority has Man, who is made little lower Pſalm vii. 5. 


| than the Angels, above the Beaſts that periſh; except that 
he may be ſenſible of his Degeneracy, and wretched State; 

| that he may act with a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt and Folly, 
and of his Subjection to thoſe inferior Appetites, which 
ſuch Creatures only can be happy in gratifying, as are na- 
turally and ſolely ſubject to them? For however they may 


influence the Corruption of human Nature, its natural 


Dignity is actuated by nobler Principles. 

A As certainly then as there are different Beings in the Uni- 

verſe, and different Relations between theſe Beings, there 
are different Actions and Duties to be performed intrinſical- 
ly and eſſentially obligatory; and the Diſtinction betwixt 


Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, no more depends upon 


the Will and Pleaſure of Man, than the obvious and ſen- 


ſible Difference of Light and Darkneſs, Bitter and Sueet; 


no more than Proportion or Diſproportion in Geometry 
and Arithmetick. It depends not upon Man's Judgment, 
but whoever will trace moral Obligation to its true Origi- 


nal, will find that the firſt Link of this Chain is axed to 


the Throne of God. 


Having thus endeavoured to eſtabliſh the aber and 


unchangeable Difference of moral Good and Evil; I pro- 


ceed, ſecondly, to conſider to what Perſons the Denunci- 


ation in my Text may be thought juſtly applicable. 


The 


A Sermon preached at Wincheſter, before 
The firſt I ſhall mention are thoſe who maintain, that 
Good and Evil depend upon the Laws and Conſtitutions 
of the Civil Power, or are founded in the Opinions and 
Cuſtoms of Mankind : Hypotheſes truly worthy of Epicurus 
and his Followers; as falſe in themſelves, as they are ridi- 
eulous in their Conſequences.— If there had not been an 
eſſential Difference antecedent to all human Inſtitutions, 
what juſt Cauſe can be aſſigned, why any poſitive Laws 
ſhould he made at all concerning any moral Oblipations ? 
And what, except their original Tendency to promote the 
Glory of God, and the univerſal Benefit and Welfare of 
Mankind, could procure them any additional Confirmation 
from the Civil Power? Agreeably to this Suggeſtion, ſeve- 
ral judicious and learned Perſons, who have wrote con- 
cerning the Grounds and Origin of the Engliſb Laws, al- 
ways ſuppoſe the Law of Reaſon to be one of the firſt and 
principal F oundations of them. — That Juſtice and In- 
juſtice do not depend upon civil Inſtitutions, appears alſo 
from our common Notions of Equity. For if nothing 
was juſt, but by vertue of a written Law, there would 
| ſurely be no Occaſion for any ſubſequent Determinations 
to correct or mitigate a former Sentence given according 
to ſuch Law. The Truth is, that moral Virtue is fo far 
from depending upon any political Eſtabliſhment, or de- 
riving its Origin from human Laws, that human Laws 
derive their Origin from moral Virtue, and the abſolute _ 
Diſtinction between Good and Evil. Accordingly all our 
legal Proceſſes preſuppoſe the Principles of Morality, and 
the Duties of Natural and Revealed Religion ; Duties 
which we ſhould be obliged to the Performance of, were 
there no ſuch Thing as Government, and in ſome Caſes 
even in Oppoſition to human Authority, 


I muſt add an obvious Remark, that Laws Saen sehe 
* 


a” 3 
* 
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Mr. Baron Reynolds and Mr. Baron Clarke. 1141411 
being denominated juſt and good, they muſt derive this 
Character from ſomewhat external. In ſhort, they are 
ſtiled juſt and good, becauſe they are wiſely calculated for 
ſuch Ends as contribute to the Glory of God, the Good of 
Society, and the Perfection of human Nature. Thus the 
Teftimonies, which God has commanded us, are ſaid to be ex- 55 cxXix. 
ceeding righteous and true; that is, even the Divine Com- 
mands are agreeable: to eternal and immutable Truth and 
Righteouſneſs... 
With regard to the Law of Opinion or Reputation, the 
Word Honeftum (which indeed originally ſignifies no more 
than creditable or honourable) being uſed to ſignify good 
and virtuous, has induced ſome Perſons to think, or at 
leaſt to declare, that Actions were right or wrong only, as 
they happened to be in Reputation, or Diſrepute ; but it 
muſt be obſerved, that Honour is not the Foundation, but 
the Conſequence of Virtue ; and becauſe it is the proper 
and genuine Effect of it, for this Reaſon only, both in 
facred and prophane Authors, Virtue and Praiſe are uſed 
as ſynonymous Terms. Hence it js that Tull, who fre- 
quently uſes this Word to ſignify moral Goodneſs, con- 
demns the Folly of the undiſcerning Multitude, in eſteem- 
ing popular Commendation and Applauſe the Criterion of 
Virtue; and there are no Expreſſions throughout all his 
Works more ſtrong and fignificant, than thoſe in which 
he affirms Virtue and Honeſty to be abſolutely, and in 
their own Nature laudable, without Regard to any exter- 
nal Circumſtances whatſoever. 


They alſo may be thought very juſtly to deſerve the De- 
nunciation of the Prophet, who delude themſelves and 
others by ſpecious Appellations, and endeavour to reconcile 
Mankind to the Deformity of Vice, by ſubſtituting ſome 
remote and inoffenſive Ideas, ſome ſoft and palatable Titles, 


in order to leſſen or remove our natural Abhorrence of it; 
B 2 but 
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but no Miſapplication or Confuſion of Names, no artifi- 
cial Colourings will alter the real Nature of Things. Cri- 
minal Indulgences may ſhelter themſelves under the affect- 
ed Terms of Gallantry and Politeneſs, and may gain Pro- 
tection from falſe Notions, great Examples, and common 
Practice. Superſtition may ſtyle itſelf Devotion: Enthu- 


| Jane i. 20. ſiaſm and Bigotry, and that Mratb which worketh not the 


Rom. x. 2- 


Righteouſneſs of God, may be accounted Zeal according to 

Knowledge : Licentiouſneſs may flatter itſelf with the Name 
of Liberty, and a Diſregard of all legal Reſtraints with 
that of perſect Freedom. On the other hand, Virtues, be- 
ing miſrepreſented by Envy, Ignorance, or ill Nature, may 
oftentimes go under the Name of their adjacent Vices : 


But the Bounds by which they are ſeparated and diftin- 
guiſhed, will remain invariably fixed and unſhaken ; and 


wiſe Obſervers will not be deceived by falſe Denomina- 

tions, however Men may try to blend and ene 

their ſeveral Natures and Properties. =p 
Such Perſons alſo may juſtly be ſaid to put Buil for Good, 


and Good far Evil, Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Dark- 
neſs; who exalt human Reaſon above the true and compleat 


Morality of the Goſpel, which, on account of its Purity and 
Perfection, is peculiarly ſtiled Light in Oppoſition ta that 
Ignorance and Error, which overſpread the World before 


Epbeſ. v. 8. the Beams of Divine Knowledge ſhone upon Mankind. Ye 


were ſometimes Darkneſs, ſays the Apoſtle, but now are ye 
Light in the Lord; walk as Children of Light, Nothing 


can be more ungrateful and preſumptuous, than to prefer 


what ſame Men falſely and improperly call the abſolutely 
perfect Law of Nature to that truly perfect Inſtitution, 
wherein the Laws of Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, and So- 
| briety, are confirmed with new Authority, and illuſtrated 
with gone Light; an Inſtitution, which finiſnes and 

compleats 


Mr. Baron Reynolds and Mr. Baron Clarke. 
compleats all the imperfect Models of Religion in for mer 
Diſpenſations by exalting our Ideas, by animating our 
Hopes, and perſuading the Diſobedient by more powerful 


7 


Terrors; for without conſidering the Depth f the Riches Ren. xi. 33. 


of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God, in the OEconomy of 
our Redemption, Chriſtianity is far from being a bare Re- 


publication of thoſe Truths, which in Pagan Theology be- 


ing ignorantly or ſuperſtitiouſly diſguiſed, irregularly deli- 
vered, or not being. recommended by proper Authority, 
were either neglected, or were the Occaſion of Scepticiſm 
and Infidelity. „ 
Thus apt are Mankind to confound the Diſtinction of 
Good and Evil in Theory and Speculation, which are as 
manifeſtly diſregarded in Practice. For if the Exerciſe 


of Juſtice and Mercy is right; of Injuſtice, Unmerciful- 


neſs and Cruelty wrong, and incompatible with the Peace 
and Happineſs of Mankind; thoſe ſurely who invade the 
Property of others by Force or Fraud, who make any At- 
tempt upon their Perſons, or upon their Characters, plain- 
ly endeavour to annull the Obligations of Truth and Vir- 
tue, and to. defeat all the excellent Purpoſes of Laws and 
Government. 8 

It will not be improper or unſeaſonable to obſerve, that 
the Words of my Text are taken by many Commentators 

in a judicial and more reſtrained Senſe; and then the Sin, 


againſt which the Woe is denounced, is the declaring a | 


guilty Perſon innocent, or an innocent Perſon guilty in 
Courts of Juſtice ; than which nothing can be more preju- 
dicial to the Intereſts of Virtue, or more inconſiſtent with 
the Duty and high Office of thoſe Miniſters of God, who 


are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the 
_ Praiſe of them that. do well ——It will not be difficult alſo 


to determine how far God's Menaces againſt the Jews may 


extend 


1 Pet. ii. 14. 
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extend to the ſubtle Inſinuations of ſuch falſe and deluſive 
Oratory, as may happen to defend that Cauſe with Suc- 

8 "Y ought not to be countenanced or patronized 

by a truly honeſt and upright Man; by which Means the 

74 Mix. 12. Fatherleſs, and he that has none to belp bim, may be deprived 
of their Right, their Comfort, their Support; and Widews 

Plalm kxviii. may have double Cauſe i make Lamentation. It is not fo 
"i PW much to be admired, that a certain Heathen * SophPp, who 
| queſtioned the Exiſtence of a Deity, and openly main- 
tained, that Truth depended upon each Man' s Opinion, 

ſhould eſteem it an Excellency to recommend a bad Cauſe : 

But ſurely no one, who profeſſes Chriſtianity, ſhould want 
thoſe good and virtuous Qualifications, which even Tully 

and Quintilian require as well as Wit and Eloquence. Not 

only the Jews, but the Athenzans and Romans, ſeverely con- 

demned all Practices of this Kind. A proper Regard to the 


eſſential Difference betwixt Right and Wrong, Good and 
Evil, and a due Veneration for that God, whoſe Command 


Deut. xvi, 19. it is, that Judgment ſhall not be wreſted, ſhould prevent : 
every one from cauſing thoſe Laws, which were originally 


deſigned to aſcertain Men's Rights, to become the Means 
of perplexing and confounding them. If there be any 


2 v. 23. Perſons who thus juſtify the Wicked for Reward, and take 


away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him, the Ex- 
ample of holy Fob is highly worthy of their Attention and 
Regard; who upon a Review of his Conduct as a Magi- 
ſtrate, and a Diſpenſer of Juſtice, with an eloquent Ear- 

neſtneſs breaks out into theſe comfortable and generous 

7ob xxix. 11, Reflections. When the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed me, 
2 and when the Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs to me: becauſe I 
delivered the Poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and bim 

' that bad none to help bim. The Bleſſing of Him that was 


ready to periſh came upon me, and 1 — the Widow's Omer” 
9 


875 Baron Reynolds and Mr. Baron Clarke. 


to fing for Foy. I put on Righteouſneſs, and it chathed ne; my 
Judgment was as a Robe and a Diadem. I was Eyes to the | 


Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame: I was a Father to tbe 
| Poor, and the Cauſe, which ] knew not, I ſearched out; and 


T brake the Jaws Ug * Wi oh, and ! plucked the Spoil out of 


his Teeth. 
In this View it is alſo ical to obſerve, that the pro- 


bono Accuſations ; all wrong and finiſter Methods of De- 


fence; all vexatious Suits, and malicious Proſecutions, 


and all Falſifications whatſoever in judiciary Proceedings. 


Jam thirdly to give you ſome of the principal Reaſons, 


why Men ſo frequently err in this important Point. 

It is very poſſible indeed, and conſidering the preſent 
Corruption of the World, it may not perhaps be uncom- 
mon, for Men to fin calmly and deliberately againſt clear 


Light and Knowledge, and in Defiance of the faithful 
Suggeſtions, and wholeſome Rebukes of Reaſon and Con- 


ſcience; but the Wickedneſs of Mankind muſt be allowed 


to proceed principally from Prejudice and Paſſion; from 


want of Thought and Reflection; from bad Examples, or 


an unhappy Education; all and every one. of which caſt 
a fatal Darkneſs before the Mind of Man, and render him 


incapable of diſcerning the true Nature and Conſequences 
of Things. | 


Prejudice, the never failing Source of confuſed Notions, 
and irregular Practices, -attends Mankind in every Stage 


and Condition of Life, and ſubſiſts in every Form and 


Degree in which there is a Poſſibility of Error. It does 


not endeavour to diſcover Truth, but to diſguiſe and de- 
fend Falſhood, and ſeems not ſo much inclined to inform 
the Underſtanding, as to bribe it, even to a Diſregard of 


its own Convictions, It makes us like the deaf Adder, that pain wii. 4 


Neoppeth 


8 


| Denunciation extends to all partial Verdicts; all 


* | 
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Aopperb ber Ears; I refuſeth to bear the Volce of the Charmer, 
charm he never ſo wiſely : And therefore many abſurd and 
| dangerous Tenets, both with Regard to Religion and civil 
| Policy; many grievous and enormous Crimes; much 
Strife and Contention, Slander and Perſecution, and even 
Murder itſelf, have had their Riſe ven this Principle of 
Error and Deluſion. | 
The Lyfts and Paſſians alſo have a nk Efficacy 
towards darkening the Underſtanding. They alter every 
Object we converſe with, by putting their own Colours 
upon it, and render us Blind and Deaf to every Circum- 
ſtance, and every Argument, by which our corrupt Incli- 
nations are not countenanced and confirmed. They favour 
every Scheme of Libertiniſm and Indulgence, however 
falſe it may be in its Principles, however unworthy it may 
be of a rational and religious Creature; becauſe Schemes 
of this Kind do not upbraid the Wicked wich offending 
the Law, and do not object to them their Tranſgreſſions; 
and we accordingly find that our Notions of Right and 
Wrong have been generally repreſented as the Effects of 
Education, Cuſtom, Superſtition, and the like, by thoſe 
Perſons whoſe corrupt Practices have induced them to be 
Advocates for Vice and Licentiouſneſs. 
 Heedleſſneſs and Incogitancy, which in high Stations « are 
too often owing to the vain Amuſements of Luxury and 
Grandeur, and in Perſons of inferiour Rank to Idleneſs and 
2 brutiſh Senſuality, cauſe the ſame Ignorance and Confuſion 
in the Soul about ſpiritual Things, as a rambling and unat- 
tentive Eye would do with relation to corporeal Objects, and 
occaſion ſuch Follies and Vices as make Men ſcarce fit to | 
Pſalm xlix. 12. be compared with the Beaſts that periſh. Go to the Aut, 
Prev. vi. 6. thou Sluggard, confider her Ways, and be wiſe. —— The Ox 


Iſaiah i. 3, 9, knoweth bis Owner, ans the Afi his Maler s Crib; w_ 
| ac 
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Icael doth nor know, my People dath not confider : In conſe- 


quence of which, it immediately follows, 4b! finful Na- auas i. 4; 


tion, a People laden with Iniquity ; they have forſaken the 
Lord. they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael to Anger. 
As the Generality of Mankind alſo want a due Penetra- 
tion of Thought, and Strength of Reaſoning for forming 
a juſt and regular Judgment of Things ; they are frequent- 
ly led into miſtaken Notions of Virtue and Morality, and 


into criminal and unwarrantable Practices, either by a 


Conformity to vicious Cuſtoms and Manners, which ge- 
nerally prevail, or by the Example and Authority of their 
Superiours, whom they ſuppoſe, from the happy Oppor- 


tunities which they have of improving their Underſtand- - 


ings, moſt capable of judging and acting aright. Thus 
many Perſons ſacrifice the Obligations they are under to 
the Author of their Being, to the popular and faſhionable 


Extravagances of the Age, and ſubject his eternal and im- 


mutable Laws of Righteouſneſs to the irrational Behaviour 
of thoſe irreligious Perſons, who highly aggravate their own 
perſonal Sins, by the unhappy Influence which their Irre- 


gularities have upon the reſt of Mankind: For as good 


Examples ſpread their kindly Influence, and diffuſe In- 


ſtruction by very powerful, though ſilent Methods of Per- 


ſuaſion; ſo on the other hand, Lewdneſs and Intemper- 
ance, Profaneneſs and Immorality, will have proportion- 
ably contagious and malignant Effects, 

As to Education, it is of ſuch Importance to our future 


Life, that our different Proficiency in Moral Virtue, as well 


as the Variety of our intellectual Attainments, depends chiefly 
upon it. Without cultivating the Underſtanding, Igno- 


rance will overſpread the Mind; without Religious In- 


ſtruction and early Impreſſions of Duty, our Paſſions and 
Vices will ſoon grow up! 
jj C 


ike baneful Weeds, and choak, 
: and 
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and over-run the hopeful Plants of Virtue and Goodneſs. - 
The beſt Manners and Diſpoſitions, if neglected, will foon. 
be corrupted by evil Communications; and as the Power 
of Habits is always great ; fo the Growth of evil Habits is 
much quicker, and their Strength much greater than of thoſe 
that are good, St. James very juſtly repreſents the Progreſs. 
of Impiety, Vben Luft has conceived, it bringeth forth Sin ;. 
and Sin, when. it is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death; ſo that 


Men eaſily run from one Sin to another, till they have as 


it were filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and become 
proper Objects of the Severity of Juſtice, and the Sword of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, Of ſuch Importance is a religious Edu- 


cation and an early Senſe of Duty, that very probably many . 


of thoſe unhappy Perſons, who ſuffer ignominiouſly by the 


juſt Sentence of the Law, if they had been well principled 


Num, xiii. 10. in Religion and Morality, would have lived the Life of the 


Righteous, and their laſi End too might have been like his. 
Since thus corrupt are the Principles; ſince thus irregu- 
lar and vicious is the Conduct of Mankind, and the Di- 
ſtinction betwixt Good and Evil ſo frequently diſregarded; 
we may hence, in the laſt Place, very naturally deduce the 


Neceſſity of Laws enforced by penal Sanctions, in order to 


treſtrain the Wicked and Licentious from ſuch Violations of 


their Duty, as are inconſiſtent with Juſtice and Humanity, 


and with the Peace and Order of Society. But it may not 
be improper to trace the Neceſſity of Laws a little higher, 


which will evidently appear not only from a View of the 


preſent Temper and Diſpoſitions of Mankind, but from 


the Original of Government, and the Ends of Civil Union. 


Although by the genuine and uncorrupted Propen- 
ſions of their Nature, Men are ſtrongly inclined to ſo- 
cial Duties, and unqueſtionably have the Seeds of Juſtice 


and Kindneſs, Benevolence and Compaſſion implanted in 


their ; 
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their Breaſts; yet the true and leading Cauſe, why Men 
conſented to reſign their natural Liberty, and to form civil 


Societies, ſeems to have been to guard themſelves by united 


Power againſt thoſe Injuries, which one Man was in Dan- 


ger of ſuſtaining from another in a State of Independency. 


Now a Society enter'd into for this End muſt ſuppoſe ſome 
Rules or Laws, according to which the Members of the 
Community muſt agree to be governed and directed. Their 
aſſociating themſelves without ſuch Rules would rather add 
to their Diſorder and Confuſion, than remedy the Incon- 


veniences they were before ſubject to; for in Proportion to 
their Number, and the Diverſity of their Genius's, Incli- 
nations, and Affections, Sin and Vice, Diſcontent and Tu- 


mult would probably increaſe and multiply. In ſhort, 
without ſome uniform, conſiſtent Scheme; without gene- 
ral Rules to which particular Caſes were to be applied; 
without certain Puniſhments appointed for Delinquents, 
the Members of Society would be utterly incapable of ſub- 
fiſting together. For if, when we have the Privilege and 
Advantages of Civil Conſtitutions, we are often expoſed to 
the violent Inſults of unjuſt and mercileſs Men; what mi- 
ſerable and unhappy Circumſtances ſhould we be in, if, in- 
ſtead of wiſe and deliberate Determinations, when Matters 
have been well weighed by Men of Judgment, Prudence, 
and Learning, well skilled in the Temper and Conſtitution 


of that political Body to which they preſcribe, each capri- 


cious Fancy, and each irregular Appetite, were the Rule of 
human Conduct? If indeed all Men could be brought to a 
ſtrict Obſervance of the Laws of Nature; — were Honour 


and Juſtice, Fidelity and Innocence ſo univerſally and ſin- 


cerely eſteemed, that Men would by no means violate them, 
though ſure of Impunity; Did the fame generous and 
benevolent Principles, by which ſome few are diſtinguiſh- | 
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ed, govern the Lives and Actions of all ;—— were the Ori- 
ginal Corruption of our Nature (as ſome wild Sectaries and 
Enthuſiaſts, who thought civil Juriſdiction incompatible 
with the Covenant of Grace and Peace, have vainly ima- 
gined) abſolutely refined and purified under the Goſpel 
. Diſpenſation ; there would then indeed be no need of any 
Secondary Helps; no need of human Laws to direct, or 
of Puniſhments to exact Obedience. In the Language of 
the Prophet, Fuftice would run down as a Stream, and 
Righteouſneſs as a mighty Torrent, without any particular 
Channel or Direction; nor would any Miſchief be confe- 
quent upon it, if every one was permitted to do what was 
Right in his own Eyes. But ſince human Nature, in 
its preſent Circumſtances, is widely different from this ideal 
Repreſentation of it ;— fince the Ungodly and Profane are 
ſo far from being obedient to the Laws of Reafon, that 
even the additional Force of Revelation is found inſufff 
cient to engage them to their Duty, notwithſtanding the 
Purity of its Precepts, the Excellency of its Doctrines, and 
the Weight of its Sanctions; — ſince the malevolent Paſ- 
ſions of Anger and Ambition, Avarice and Envy, are the 
chief Principles on which many Perſons act, What a Scene 
of Diſorder and Unhappineſs would a Society be, if no 
human Reſtraints were laid upon its Members, and that 
prevailing Motive, the Fear of immediate Puniſhment, 

were removed? Exceſſive Enormities would be almoſt as 
univerſal as thoſe evil Thoughts, and malignant Principles; 
which give Birth and Occaſion to them; and thoſe ſecret 
Sins, which are afraid of the Civil Power, would exert 


themſelves in open Acts of Iniquity and Oppreſſion. -- BY 


Contempt of Dominion would ſoon break out into Rebel- 
lion, and Men of factious Spirits would not content them 


2 Pai. i. 10, ſelves with ſpeaking Evil f Dignities. Men would be hur- 


ried 
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tied by the Violence of their Paſſions, whereſoever the 
Gratifications of Luſt, or the Appearance of Advantage 
ſhould draw them. Every real Perfection, every fancied 
Superiority would be a Temptation to injurious Actions, and 
would ſupply Matter of Controverſy and Diſpute, Who- 
ever thought himſelf moleſted or injured, would take ſuch 
Meaſures to redreſs his imaginary Grievances, as his own 
Imprudence ſhould ſuggeſt to him. Revenge would loſe. 
no Opportunity of ſatiating its Fury, and ungoverned Paſ- 
ſion would. ſpeedily execute its raſh and ſevere Sentence. 
Diſſimulation would make uſe of every Artifice ; Self- love 
would gratify itſelf in every Shape, and no inordinate Ap- 
petite would bear Controul, The licentious Multitude 
would eat up that Bread, which our Sons and our Daughters Jin v. 15. 
ſhould eat; what we had ſowed; another would reap ; and when 
we had planted a-Vineyard, another would gather the Grapes Deut. xvii. 
thereof; In ſhort, we ſhould want all the Advantages eflen- 37 
tial to Peace and Happineſs, in which Lord Bacon makes 
the Uſe of our Law principally to conſiſt; namely, the 
Security of our Perſons from Death and Violence ; the Dif- 
poſition of the Property of our Goods and Lands, and the 
Preſervation of our good Names from Shame and Infamy. 
I would not be thought to diſparage Humanity ſo much, 
as to imagine that in a State of Nature every Act what- 
ſoever would be an Act of Hoſtility; but it muſt be al- 
lowed, that it is in a great Meaſure owing to the eſtabliſh- 
ed Laws of Government, and to theſe moſt proper and 
 folemn Methods of putting them in Execution, that the 
Land is not filled with Violence; that Waſti ng and Deſtruction 
are not within our Borders, and that there is no juſt Cauſe of a 


Ezech. viiit7, — 
1. Is. 18, 


general Complaining in our Streets. Thoſe very Perſons, who 

maintain that private Vices are beneficial to Society, or that 

Civil Government is unneceſſary, would ſoon experiment= 
EW e 


-lly find: the Truth of this gaggeſtion, 3 if Men bad a Li 
cenſe to ſin. If the Innocent might be injured, the Help- 
leſs perſecuted and oppreſſed, the Ignorant and Unwary 
circumvented and defrauded by the Falſe, the ill-natur'd 
and perfidious Part of Mankind without Cenſure or Con- 
. troul ; the Overflowings of | Ungodlineſs would make them 
afraid, and they would. fly for Sanctuary to thoſe Judicial 
Reſtraints, which in ſome refined Productions of the pre- 
ſent Age have been decried as needleſs, although the Source 
js 8 of every Advantage which redounds to Society. 
To conclude Since Good and Evil are fo invariably 
diſtinguiſhed ; — ſince the Nature of God, the Nature of 
j Man, and the different Relations we ſtand in, ſo evidently 
„ point out to us our reſpective Duties; ; let us not endeavour 
| to confound this manifeſt Difference, or to leſſen or deſtroy 
[ the Obligations of Religion and Morality. 
1 With regard to the Supreme Being, let us have an awful 
|. . Senſe of his infinite Perfections, and let our inward Vene- 
[; ration diſcover its good Effects in an ee Courſe 
5 . of genuine and unaffected Piety. 
| | With regard to our Fellow-Creatures, let us be kindly 
1} Rom. xii. 10. affeftioned one towards another, and let every Act of Juſtice, 
7 Mercy and Generoſity, which can contribute to the Com- 
fort and Happineſs of Mankind, ſhew our juſt Senſe of the 
Fraternal Relation we bear to each other, and of the pe- 
.culiar Excellency of Chriſtian Benevolence. | 
Wich regard to ourſelves, let our private Life be adorned 
with every Grace and Virtue, which is ſuitable to the Dig- 
nity of human Nature, and the Purity of the Goſpel of 
Gal. v. 22, Chriſt ; with Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
"Je Geodne, Faith, and Meekneſs, againſt which there is no Law. 
In reſpect to Prejudice, Incogitancy, Paſſion, Cuſtom 
and Example, let no weak or vicious Prepoſſeſſions cor- 
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115 our Judgments, and give a wrong Biaſs to our Under- 
ſtandings; but let our Conduct be founded upon ſerious 
Reflection, and rational Evidence; upon truly religious and 
honeſt Principles: Let us ſactifice every inordinate Pafhon, 
every ſelfiſh Sentiment to Candour and Probity, to Honour 
and Virtue, and the Love of Truth; and let no faſnhionable 
Vices, no popular Corruptions, no ſervile Condeſcenſions, 
no Views of Intereſt or Ambition _—_ us into a Tranſ- | 
greſſion of our Duty, + 

And fince it appears that Society cannot ſubſiſt without 
Government and Magiſtracy, let us reverence the Guardians 
and Executors of our Laws, on account of the Dignity of 
their Office and Character, and efteem them highly in Love , 51, v. 13. 
for their Works Sake, Let Magiſtrates themſelves rule in 
the Fear of that God whom they repreſent, and for whom | 
they judge; making Uſe of all their Influence to diſcourage 6. 1 
Vice and Immorality, Atheiſm and Infidelity, and to pro- 
mote Virtue, Righteouſneſs, and good Manners ; as well 
knowing that it is abſolutely neceſſary to the Support of 
the Civil Powers, that the Diſtinctions betwixt Good and 
Evil ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved ; that Religion ſhould ſup-- 
ply the natural and unavoidable Defects of human Laws, 
and that human Laws ſhould enforce and ſecond the Pre- 
cepts of Religion. Let thoſe Laws, which are enacted for 
the Good of the Publick, anſwer the End of their Inſtitu- 
tion, by being executed with Diligence, Equity and Fide- 


lity ; and by being obey'd, and ſubmitted to with that 
Chearfulneſs and dutiful Regard, which becomes good 
Chriſtians and good Subjects. 


Finally, Let us all live ſoberly, righteouſly and Godly, . 
under a perpetual Expectation of a righteous Diſtribution 
of Rewards and Puniſhments at that Great Tribunal, which 
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a preſent Solemnity naturally recalls to our ſerious Con- * 


et 4 N. 


. ſideration. LM 3 | 4 „ — 
1 I hall cloſe this Diſcourſe with the Exhortation of St. 
3 Paul, which not only ſuppoſes the unalterable Difference 
= 8 of Good and Evil, but contains a noble and perfect Sum- 
2 Phil. i. 8. mary of the Whole of Virtue and Moral Goodneſs. Mbat- 
ever Things are true; whatſoever Things are honeft ; whatſo- 
ever Things are juſt ; nibh Things are pure ; whatſoever Z 
Things are lovely ; whatſover Things are of good Report; if | 
*®. there be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, let us think 


en theſe Thing. 
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